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Family, Wagyu and Australia 
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 Rick Hunter grew up on a farm in the central western part of New South Wales in 

Australia where his parents raised sheep, beef cattle and crops.  They used horses for moving the 

livestock so Rick enjoyed riding stock horses and competing in pony club competitions.  He 

wanted to see some other parts of the world, however, and travelled to Canada in his early 

twenties. 

 “I started by traveling across Canada and loved the Rocky Mountains and the area around 

Banff.  I applied for a job with a very large outfitting operation called Warner Guiding and 

Outfitting and Holiday on Horseback.  I was a trail guide and packer for that operation and really 

enjoyed it, so I stayed for each of the next 3 summers, working in the mountains,” recalls Rick. 

 During the fall he worked with show and sale cattle all over Alberta, for an outfit based 

just south of Calgary.  He helped prepare the cattle for various shows and sales, then worked in 

Texas during the winters.  “I first moved to Texas for winter work and found an opportunity to 

train horses at a very nice breeding operation near Blanco, in the Texas Hill Country.  This is 

where I met my future wife, Dawne,” he says. 

 Dawne grew up in San Antonio and Fredericksburg, Texas and has been riding horses 

from the time she was very young.  She attended Texas Tech University and achieved a degree in 

Range and Wildlife, and Biology.  After meeting Rick in Texas, the two of them went back to 

Australia for a visit to his family’s farm. 

 “Then we came back to Texas and were married in Fredericksburg.  We spent our 

honeymoon in Canada for the summer—running a camp for the outfitting company in the Rocky 

Mountains, where Dawne worked as a camp cook and I was a trail guide/packer.  Since then, 

we’ve gone back to that camp numerous times with our daughters,” he says. 

 After they were married they moved back to Australia and lived at Mudgee, New South 

Wales where Dawne was a high school science teacher and Rick worked for a large overseas 

company that produces Angus cattle, merino sheep and Thoroughbred horses.  In 1997 they 

moved to a property located north of Mudgee near a small village called Leadville, and started 

their own business, which they named Bald Ridge Cattle. 

 “Mudgee is a beautiful area, located 3.5 hours’ drive from Sydney.  In this area there are 

many vineyards, cattle, sheep and irrigated crops,” says Rick.  It’s a nice area to raise their 

Wagyu cattle. 

 Rick and Dawne have 2 daughters.  Hallie is now 24 and Abby is 21.  “We moved to 

Tamworth for a short time while our girls were in High School so they could get a better 

education.  Then when the opportunity came to move back to Mudgee, we settled in our current 

location on a property named Kaludabah, along the Cudgegong River,” Rick says. 

 Hallie is a school teacher, and she and her husband (married November 7
th

) raise cattle 

and horses.  “Abby has just completed a degree in Media and Communications and works for our 

family business.  We do a lot of things together and our family sport is Campdrafting,” says 

Rick.  Campdrafting is a very popular Australian horse sport, which is like a combination of 

cutting and a version of working cow horse competitions.  The rider with the most points wins. 

 Rick always loved breeding cattle and first heard about the Wagyu breed when these 

cattle first came to Australia.  “The company I worked for (raising Angus) was interested, so 

Dawne and I did the research and liked what we saw, particularly the meat quality aspect.  We 



became very interested in this breed’s potential, in the very early days of the breed in Australia, 

and we decided to start our own Wagyu stud,” he says. 

 There were just a limited number of females and bulls in Australia at that time, brought to 

that country by Mr. Shogo Takeda.  “We initially purchased 3 black Wagyu heifers and then 

used embryo transfer to increase our herd to its current level.  In 2011 we purchased the entire 

Kalanga Red Wagyu herd at Glen Innes and have continued to expand that herd through AI and 

embryo transfer,” says Rick.  The Hunter family now has one of the most significant red Wagyu 

herds in the world. 

 Rick was elected to the Australian Wagyu Association as a councilor in 2003 and was 

President in 2008, 2009 and 2010.  He and Dawne have been very active in promoting Wagyu 

cattle. 

 “At our current property, we raise our Stud Wagyu Cattle and have established an export 

business called Genetic Edge Australia.  We send embryos to many countries.  At our stud farm 

we have a fantastic facility with covered yards, quarantine areas (accredited by AQIS—

Australian Quarantine Service), and an office adjacent to the yards where our lab work is 

conducted.”  This is where the embryos are collected, frozen and stored. 

“The quarantine area has approximately 60 individual pens under roof, and a race 

(runway) and crush (squeeze chute).  It also has adjoining paddocks and pens for our on-farm 

quarantine center for genetic export.  We are accredited to export to New Zealand, the USA, 

Canada, South America and South Africa; we’ve been accredited for export for 3 years,” says 

Rick. 

 The farm has irrigated fields and produces alfalfa (Lucerne) hay and silage for the cattle 

as the season permits.  “We make enough hay and silage for our own requirements and usually 

have some excess for sale,” he says. 

 “We use horses and dogs to work our cattle in a low-stress manner.  The cattle are 

managed by rotational grazing on our home property and 2 lease properties.  They graze year-

round most of the time; we only feed during drought periods and when our donor cows are in a 

flush program,” Rick says. 

 “Our family has 5 working horses that we use for mustering and moving cattle, and we 

also use them for the sport of campdrafting.  We also have 3 working dogs (2 kelpies and 1 

border collie) to help us when mustering and moving the cattle.” 

 The Hunters have been raising Wagyu since 1997 and now market bulls as well as 

embryos.  The cattle are 100% full blood Japanese Wagyu, and all donor females and stud bulls 

have been tested and are free of all recessive genetic disorders. 

 “Our aim is to produce exceptional quality Wagyu of large frame and high marbling.  We 

select for fertile and functional cattle with excellent temperament,” says Rick.  “Each year we 

market 50 to 75 fullblood red and black Wagyu bulls through private sale and also have a limited 

number of fullblood females for sale at all times.  We now specialize in exporting our genetics as 

embryos and semen to overseas markets, and have always had great relationships with our 

clients,” he says. 

 “We are able to help our clients market their progeny through an ever-growing network 

of buyers, producers and processers.  We sell a large quantity of embryos and semen to the 

rapidly expanding American market, and now have a small ranch out of Stonewall, Texas, where 

we are starting another herd using our own embryos from Australia.  All of our embryos are of 

world class standard, and we are also able to produce sexed embryos,” Rick says. 

 



More information about Bald Ridge Cattle, can be found on the website: 

www.baldridgecattle.com  

 


